
EIGHT MILLION VISITED 
BID VENUES IN 2017
DowntownDC’s culture and 
entertainment economy continued to 
be propelled in 2017 by Monumental 
Sports & Entertainment’s Capital One 
Arena, eight performing arts venues 
and 10 museums. Together, these 
venues drew 8.2 million visitors to 
DowntownDC in 2017.
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The School for Lies: Shakespeare Theatre Company



Performing arts attendance in 
DowntownDC grew by 11% in 2017 
to 811,000 patrons, led by increased 
attendance at the Warner Theatre and 
the National Theatre. DowntownDC’s 
eight performing arts venues each 
attracted between 49,000 and 201,000 
patrons in 2017.  

DOWNTOWNDC 
THEATRE STALWARTS 
RETIRING
The DowntownDC theatre community 
learned in 2017 that its two longest-
serving artistic directors would retire:  
Michael Kahn of the Shakespeare 
Theatre Company after 32 years, and 
Howard Shalwitz of Woolly Mammoth 
Theatre after 38 years. Under their 
direction, both theatres won dozens 
of awards, including Shakespeare’s 
2012 Regional Theatre Tony Award. 
Maria Manuela Goyanes, the director 
of producing and artistic planning at 
the Public Theater in New York City, 
has been chosen to succeed Shalwitz at 
Woolly Mammoth.
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EVENTS AT THE 
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STRONG MUSEUM 
ATTENDANCE 
GROWTH
DowntownDC museum attendance 
was 4,888,000 in 2017, up slightly 
over the previous year. Museum 
attendance is likely to grow further 
over the next few years following 
the opening of four new museums 
in DowntownDC:

1. The National Law Enforcement 
Museum, to open in Fall 2018 in 
the 400-block of E Street

2. Planet Word, to open in Winter 
2019 in the historic Franklin School 
at 693 13th Street

3. The National Children’s Museum, 
to open in March 2019 at 1300 
Pennsylvania Avenue

4. The Milken Institute
is in the planning stages for a 
museum of the American educator

CAPITAL ONE 
ARENA’S 
INFLUENCE
With 231 events in 2017, 
Monumental Sports & 
Entertainment’s Capital One 
Arena drew 2,548,000 patrons to 
DowntownDC. Though attendance 
decreased from 2,700,000 in 

2016, Capital One’s 2017 visitor 
number in the region trailed only 
Nationals’ Park, which had 2.6 
million attendees but has twice the 
amount of seating as the Capital 
One Arena. In 2018, Monumental 
Sports & Entertainment will invest 
$40 million to improve the fan 
experience at the Capital One 
Arena.

Ford's Center for
Education and Leadership

Ford's Theatre
Museum

International
Spy Museum

National Archives
Museum

National
 Building Museum

National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Visitor Center

National Museum
of Women in the Arts

National Portrait Gallery
& Smithsonian American

Art Museum

Old Post
Office Tower

352,000

518,000

606,000

1,287,000

457,000

109,000

112,000

29,000

MUSEUM ATTENDANCE IN DOWNTOWNDC

The Naval 
Heritage Center

0

118,000

1,300,000

Sources: From the Museums

DOWNTOWNDC .ORG39 S TAT E OF DO W N T O W N 20 1 7 •  CULTURE & ENTERTA INMENT



WOUND PAPER 
TUBES USED TO 
BUILD THE HIVE 
INSTALLATION

The Hive exhibit
opened in the summer 
of 2017 at the National 

Building Museum
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