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downtown bid

The Downtown Business Improvement District (BID) area is home to the nation’s second strongest office

market, a growing residential community and an array of exciting new restaurants and world renown

arts, culture and entertainment anchors including the National Portrait Gallery and Smithsonian

American Art Museum, the Verizon Center, the International Spy Museum and the Theatre District. 

Retail is returning to Downtown because of strong, multifaceted demand for shoppers’ goods within

15 blocks of 9th and G Streets, NW:

• 475,000 office workers 

• 59,000 residents (24,600 new residents from 2000 to 2012)

• Increasing household incomes (more than $100,000 in 19,000 new households from 2000 to 2012)

• 16,000 hotel rooms

• 7.1 million Downtown visitors

KEY

Attractions and Landmarks

METRO STATIONS
NOTE: many metro stations serve 
multiple lines and/or may have 
multiple entrances

Circulator Bus Routes
NOTE: Circulator stops are
located approximately every
three blocks along the routes.

Hotels

Places of Worship

Downtown BID



Downtown Retail Demand for Shoppers’ Goods
Current Downtown Retail Demand for Shoppers' Goods is estimated at $930 million, and current Downtown Retail Shoppers' Goods
Sales are estimated at $300 million.

Change

2000 2006 2012 2000 to 2006 to
Market Data and Projections (Actual) (Actual) (Projected) 2006 2012

Office Worker Market
Office Space

Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 30 Million SF 35 Million SF 38 Million SF 4 Million SF 3 Million SF
Within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 124 Million SF 138 Million SF 157 Million SF 14 Million SF 19 Million SF

Office Workers
Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 103,636 120,909 131,273 17,273 10,364
Within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 428,364 476,727 542,364 48,364 65,636

Non-Office Worker Market
Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 8,393 11,610 14,831 3,217 3,221
Within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 26,437 31,146 35,694 4,709 4,547

Residential Market (Population)
Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 1,470 4,704 5,953 3,234 1,249
Within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 49,990 59,054 74,603 9,064 15,549
Within 30 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 222,794 234,434 257,772 11,640 23,338

Visitor Market
Hotel Rooms

Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 3,965 4,474 5,968 509 1,494
Within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 14,141 15,923 18,760 1,782 2,837
Citywide 24,563 26,635 30,647 2,072 4,012

Hotel Room Nights
Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 1.1 Million 1.2 Million 1.6 Million 98,000 393,000
Within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 3.8 Million 4.1 Million 4.9 Million 356,000 741,000
Citywide 6.5 Million 6.9 Million 7.9 Million 377,000 1 Million

Visitors to Downtown
Within 5 Blocks of 9th and G Streets 6.1 Million 7.1 Million 11 Million 1 Million 3.9 Million

Dollars of Retail Demand within 15 Blocks of 9th and G Streets

Office Worker Market 456 Million 572 Million 732 Million 116 Million 160 Million

Non-Office Worker Market 14 Million 19 Million 24 Million 5 Million 5 Million

Residential Market 96 Million 255 Million 466 Million 159 Million 211 Million

Overnight Hotel Visitor Market 76 Million 83 Million $98 Million 7 Million 15 Million

Total 642 Million 929 Million 1,320 Million 287 Million 391 Million

Data estimated by the Downtown Business Improvement District
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shopping
Retail stores are making a return to Downtown – with a

diverse, urban flavor. National retailers such as American

Apparel, Ann Taylor, Aveda, Bandolino, Banana Republic, Bed

Bath and Beyond, Benetton, Filene’s Basement, City Sports,

H&M, Johnston & Murphy, Jos. A. Bank, Macy’s and Urban

Outfitters, are here – West Elm and Zara are coming soon.  In

addition, independent retailers Coup de Foudre (lingerie), pua

naturally (clothing), Apartment Zero (home furnishings) and

Chapters (books), along with museum shops and galleries,

provide a truly unique shopping experience. Today, Downtown

shoppers can find chic boutiques, specialty shops, bookstores

and much more to cater to their discriminating tastes. 



f street
F Street is the next available opportunity in Downtown’s retail revital-

ization. In the 900, 1000 and 1100 blocks of F Street, more than

75,000 square feet are available, with another 34,000 square feet

coming on line in 2008 and 2009. The map on the inside page

shows these opportunities. The F Street retail cluster will comple-

ment the current ones at Gallery Place (along 7th and H Streets) and

on 13th between G and F Streets. Be among the new retailers to join

H&M, Jos. A. Bank, American Apparel, West Elm, Zara and the

International Spy Museum store.
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7th & h streets
The Chinatown neighborhood has become a hotbed of activity,

anchored by the Verizon Center (formerly MCI Center) and the

Gallery Place retail, residential, office and entertainment complex.

Several individually-owned sites of undeveloped or underdeveloped

real estate are available in this densely traveled area. A newly

planned, mixed-use development at the last remaining corner prop-

erty, Riverdale International’s Gallery Square, will offer 30,000 square

feet on three floors of above-ground retail and one below-ground

retail space in the next year.
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old convention
center site
The final cluster of Downtown destination retail will open with approxi-

mately 300,000 square feet at the 10-acre area contained within 9th, H,

and 11th Streets and New York Avenue. The old Convention Center site

plans call for a unique blend of local and national retailers focusing on a

broad range of distinctive restaurants and cafes, fashion and specialty

retail, grocery/market foods, entertainment and performance venues,

and neighborhood services. 



Old Convention Center Site Shopping*
Approximately 300,000 sf Available 2010/2011
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*Master planning for the entire site is still in procreet
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dining
Downtown restaurants serve up a true taste of the city, with award-

winning cuisine prepared by some of the world’s best chefs in

nationally recognized restaurants, bistros and cafes. In addition to the

many fine dining options, there are lots of casual sandwich and snack

shops. The greater Downtown area has more than 170 Zagat Survey

restaurants, and new eateries increasingly make this area their

home. The neighborhood offers something for every palate: Tapas,

Thai, Italian, German, Indian, Mexican, Irish, American and French —

it’s all right here! 



living
Downtown DC is one of the city’s hottest new residential neighborhoods,

with a variety of offerings for every lifestyle. More and more, people who

can afford to live anywhere are choosing to be at the center of what’s

happening, where everything is at their doorstep — great food, great fun,

great folks. Downtown is the place where people march to an urban beat.

Forget the sleepy suburbs. Traffic is no longer a worry. Here, people live

where they work, play where they live and watch the world go by 24/7

from their windows.
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convenience
With seven Metrorail stations located in the area, parking and bicycle

access, it’s easy enough to get around Downtown by foot or on transit. In

2005, the city added a new dimension to traveling quickly and inexpen-

sively to nearby areas of interest with the DC Circulator — a new service

that takes you from Union Station through Downtown to Georgetown,

from the Washington Convention Center to the SW Waterfront, and

around the National Mall. For the $1.00 fare, you can move around down-

town in a “DC” minute! Catch the big red bus... and  circulate!



Circulator Route Map







About Downtown BID

The Downtown Business Improvement District (BID) is a private, non-profit

organization that provides safety, hospitality, maintenance, homeless,

economic development, transportation, streetscape and marketing services

to Washington’s center city. Our mission is to promote Downtown DC as a

premier commercial, cultural, entertainment and residential destination. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Karen Sibert, Director of Marketing & Communications

Downtown DC Business Improvement District

1250 H Street, Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20005

Karen@downtowndc.org

202.661.7560


