
FRANKLIN PARK



PROJECT

GOALS

ACTIVATE THE PARK

ENGAGE + CONNECT THE COMMUNITY

REVEAL HISTORY

INFUSE SUSTAINABILITY

MANAGE AND FINANCE FOR SUCCESS



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS

+





SITE PLAN

+

Commodore Barry Statue

Central Fountain and Plaza

Children’s Garden

Seasonal Planting

Lawn

Terrace

Café/ Bathrooms and 

Operations

Rain Garden
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REFRESH



PLAY



RELAX



GATHER



PAVING/PLANTING

CHILDREN’S GARDEN

FOUNTAIN/CENTRAL PLAZA

CAFÉ/TERRACE

MAINTENANCE/OPERATIONS



A TIPPED PLANE

+



GRADING

+



GREEN  INFRASTRUCTURE

+

CISTERN LOCATION

(SIZE TBD)

Note: DDOE requirements are achieved with design 

capacity of proposed rain gardens. Cistern is intended 

for stormwater capture, storage, and reuse for 

irrigation and café/restroom gray water.



PAVING



PAVING MATERIALS

Design Goals:

• Coordinate with DDOT and NPS standard materials

• Reuse bluestone

• Specify durable materials

• Cool palette



PAVING MATERIALS

+



PLANTING



PLANTING

Design Goals:

• Incorporate planting with seasonal interest

• Use native/naturalized lower-maintenance species where possible

• Provide performative plantings for rain gardens

• Reference previous palettes – lush quality, color/texture, space making

• Provide a variety of sun/shade conditions



CANOPY STEWARDSHIP 

+



IDEAL AGE DISTRIBUTION

FRANKLIN PARK

40% 30% 20% 10%

16%20% 27% 37%

+



SUN + SHADE SECTIONAL DIAGRAM

NOTE: Demonstrates approximate afternoon sun angle at summer solstice



TREE PLANTING

NATIVE/NATURALIZED

SEASONAL INTEREST

WATER RECEIVING



CENTRAL PLAZA PLANTING



PERIMETER PLANTING



RAIN GARDEN PLANTING



CHILDREN’S GARDEN PLANTING



CHILDREN’S

GARDEN





CHILDREN’S GARDEN

Design Goals:

• Children’s garden where children from local school, childcare centers and local families can play

• Create space for interpretive and spontaneous play

• Cultivate imagination and promote environmental education

• Create sense of enclosure through planting and grading

• Reference larger environmental context / Rock Creek Park



CHILDREN’S GARDEN – POTOMAC WATERSHED



ENGINEERED WOOD FIBER

CHILDREN’S GARDEN – POTOMAC WATERSHED

BOULDERS

SLIDE

BRIDGE

ENCLOSURE – PLANTING 

LANDFORM

CLIMBING BARS

ENCLOSURE – WALL



VIEW OF CHILDREN’S GARDEN FROM NORTH

+



CENTRAL PLAZA &

FOUNTAIN





CENTRAL FOUNTAIN

Design Goals:

• Reuse historic coping/maintain form

• Make edge more engaging

• Bolder water display to draw in visitors



Logan Circle, Philadelphia, PA 

Lincoln Center, New York, NY National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC



EXISTING CENTRAL PLAZA - SITE PHOTO



CENTRAL PLAZA



CAFÉ



Café / Restrooms / Operations Location



Café / Restrooms / Operations Location



DESIGN CONCEPT

Design Goals:

• Scaled appropriately, maximize transparency,  

complement park activity, support 18 hour use

• Focus toward the Park with acknowledgment of the

Street

• The Building is 5 sided – 4 Walls and the Roof

• Contemporary Use of Materials – Stone, Wood, Glass

• Sustainability Focus: 

• Integrated Stormwater and Landscape

• Building is 4 Seasons, and Climate Responsive



DESIGN CONCEPT - BUILDING FLOOR PLAN

Structure – 2285 GSF
Café (+ Kitchen + Storage + Toilet+ Trash) – 1670 SF

Operations – 315 SF

Restrooms – 300 SF 



DESIGN CONCEPT - BUILDING CROSS SECTION



DESIGN CONCEPT - BUILDING LONGITUDINAL SECTION



DESIGN CONCEPT



DESIGN CONCEPT – MATERIALS



MAINTENANCE & 

OPERATIONS



INTRODUCTION

ETM brings a wide range of professional, 

technical and entrepreneurial expertise to every 

project, as well as extensive experience with 

public agencies, community leaders and private 

institutions.

We are concerned with all aspects of public 

space.  We see design, implementation, and 

ongoing management as a continuum of 

related professional activities.

Through application of our professional skills, we 

strive to improve the quality of the relationship 

between those responsible for public space and 

those who use it.

Above all, our commitment to providing solutions that best serve clients, strengthen communities 

and create welcoming environments for all is brought to the design and management of public space.



APPROACH TO MAINTENANCE

Organization around the seasons as an effective approach to maintenance:

• General level of park use

• Growing conditions

• Weather



APPROACH TO MAINTENANCE

Classifying Maintenance Work:

• Cleaning – work having to do with appearance + sanitary conditions, such as 

removal of trash + cleaning of restrooms

• Horticultural – work having to do with the health of natural areas and/or 

planted landscapes and turf

• Repair – work having to do with preventive maintenance + repair, such as 

painting, graffiti removal and bench repair

• Operations – work related to the use of facilities, irrigation and equipment, 

which is often seasonal or event related



APPROACH TO MAINTENANCE

Defining Landscape Types + Associated Maintenance Tasks for Franklin Park:

• Hardscape

• Parkland (park areas that will receive regular use by the general public; 

includes lawn areas, trees, fixed site furnishings, such as benches + trash bins

• Planted areas, beds and rain gardens

• Children’s Garden

• Restrooms

• Interactive fountain

• Irrigation system + cistern

• Additional site features

Illustrative plan, drawing by OLIN



APPROACH TO MAINTENANCE

Maintenance Periods:

Each landscape type has its own maintenance needs, and each, over time, will require 

varying levels and types of maintenance.

• Warranty Year – first year of park operation (landscape and equipment 

maintenance is presumably less than in following years due to its newness; 

little to no repair or replacement of park elements)

• Establishment Period – years 2-6 (reflective of a landscape that demands a 

significant increase in maintenance; some repair and replacement of park 

elements)

• Post-establishment Period – years 7+ (slight decrease in horticultural needs; 

increase in repair or replacement for aging park elements)



APPROACH TO MAINTENANCE

Task Hours by Landscape Type + Maintenance Period



APPROACH TO MAINTENANCE

Hours by Task over Time:



PROGRAMMING

In addition to larger events, small-scale events and activities are important because they:

• Don’t adversely affect the park landscape

• Can be changed regularly to meet user needs

• Attract a wider audience

• Develop a sense of ownership towards the park

• Help the park become an extension of the community

From left: Game Social (Bryant Park), Storytime (Palmer Park), Yoga in 

the Park (Bryant Park)



PROGRAMMING



ROLES + RESPONSIBILITIES



ORGANIZATIONAL CHART



ESTIMATED OPERATING

BUDGET

Warranty Year



ESTIMATED OPERATING

BUDGET

Establishment Period



ESTIMATED OPERATING

BUDGET

Post-establishment Period



ESTIMATED OPERATING BUDGET

Cost comparison over time




